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Message from the Principal 
 

Greetings Superstar Parents! 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences are rapidly approaching.  If you have not 

scheduled a conference with your child’s teacher, I highly encourage you to 

do so.  Parents are a vital part of the education process!  Most teachers are 

making themselves available in the evening during the week prior to the actual 

P/T Conference day to accommodate as many parents as possible (Oct. 22-

26).   

I would like to put a plug in for the Bent PTO.  This small group of dedicated 

parents is very valuable with all their support of Bent’s students and teachers.  I 

would like to encourage all Bent parents to attend a PTO meeting to provide 

your valuable input.   

As the temperatures drop, kids may need to begin wearing jackets.  We will try 

to go outside for recess every day unless the weather is bad.  Cooler 

temperatures remind me of grilling out.  Grilling out reminds me of our Bent 

Weiner Roast!  This is a bit of a tradition here at Bent.  On Wednesday, October 

24th, we will have our roast.  We serve all beef hotdogs that are grilled by yours 

truly and Mrs. Smithson (head custodian).  Fortunately, they are precooked. If 

you would like to help, give Cindy or Ana a call in the office.  We could use a 

couple of hands moving kids through the lines. Parents are welcome to come 

buy a lunch and eat with the kids as well. Mark your calendars for the Bent 

Wiener Roast on October 24th during your child’s lunch time.  

Safety Concerns:  It has come to our attention that various students are not 

following the rules for the bus.  The drivers are seeing students walk behind the 

bus after they exit the bus.  This is a safety issue, and our job is to make sure that 

our kids are safe. 

Please make sure that your son or daughter understands the rules for the bus, 

and that they walk in front of the bus after they exit the bus.  If you have any 

questions, please contact the office.   

The office phone number is 309-828-4315. 

 As always, Thanks for your support! 

Mr. G 
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PTO News 

 

September brought both the Gingerbread House and 

Carl's Ice Cream Fundraisers, and the PTO would like to 

thank those families who came out to show support for 

these events!  

This month we are kicking off our Clubs Choice Fundraiser, 

which was very successful last year. We hope it will be 

even more successful this year! We have a little sales 

incentive going for the entire school, which of course 

involves our fearless principal Mr. G!  

Want to know what it is? Just ask your child!  

Don't forget about our restaurant night! October 23rd 5-7 

pm at Chick-Fil-A!  

We are also collecting Box Tops For Education and will 

continue the quarterly contest that we started last year. 

Each grade is competing for a prize at the end of the first 

quarter, which is October 21st.  

The school receives 10 cents per box top so start clipping 

or download the Box Tops App for BONUSES for even more 

money raised for your child’s program.  

Do you want to get more involved in your child's school? 

We have several volunteer opportunities that take as little 

as 15 minutes up to a couple of hours!  

Are you interested in helping with our new birthday 

board? Or maybe something as easy as bringing in snacks 

for the teachers during Parent Teacher Conferences at 

the end of this month?  

No job is too small and every job is important in making 

our Superstars a family!  

Contact Melissa Walles, Bent PTO President, at 309-830-

6775 or email her at melwalle@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

 

 

Library News 

 

Reading Takes You Places- An Update! 

Congratulations to all the amazing K-5 reading Superstars 

that met their goal for Quarter 1. We are so proud of you! 

A special adventure awaits you… 

SAVE the Date For Our 1st Quarter Reading Celebration:  

OCTOBER 29th 

The Mystery Will Be Revealed!  

The Reading Team is Busy Planning Something Special  

Just For YOU! 

MISSED THIS ONE? There is always Quarter 2 

Winners’ Names will be published in November’s 

newsletter 

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO MAKE MY QUARTER 2 READING 

GOAL AND ATTEND THE READING PARTY CELEBRATION???  

 

QUARTER 2 GOAL IS DUE DECEMBER 20th!  

QUARTER 2 PARTY = JANUARY 

Grades K-1: students will work on completing 4 of the 6 

tasks in school: 

1. Read a book with a character like: Elephant & Piggie, 

Scaredy Squirrel, Fancy Nancy, or Pete the Cat 2. Read a 

nonfiction book about an animal 3. Read a holiday book 

4. Read a nonfiction book about a person 5. Read a book 

your teacher recommends to you 6. Read a picture book 

Grade 2: 15 Reading Counts points and 2 genres  

Grade 3: 20 Reading Counts points and 2 genres  

Grade 4: 25 Reading Counts points and 2 genres  

                    Grades 2-5 GENRES: 

Biography, Fairy Tale, Science Fiction Fable, Mystery, 

Nonfiction, Sports, Holiday Book, Graphic Novel, Poetry, 

Caldecott Award*, Sibert Award*, Fantasy.  Ask a teacher 

for a recommendation 

Did You Know? Students in Grades 2-5 earn Reading 

Counts points by taking computer quizzes on books 

that they have read in their level? There are 10 

questions and they need 7 or more correct to get 

points. 

mailto:melwalle@gmail.com
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*Students have learned about these awards. These books 

can be located by doing an online search within our LMC. 

THE BOOK FAIR IS COMING! 

It’s almost time for our annual Book Fair! The book fair will 

be the week of parent teacher conferences.  

October 22-25 from 8:30AM-6:00PM 

All students will visit the book fair during the week and will 

do a wish list. Students can make purchases during the 

school day. The book fair is open to all families Oct. 22-25 

until 6:00PM.  

There will also be a teacher wish list display to fill classroom 

needs. 

Cash, check to “Bent School”, and credit/debit cards 

accepted.  

Our book fair is sponsored by Blue Ribbon Book Fairs and 

works to provide quality books. You will find many great 

deals!  

Can’t wait to see you all at the book fair! It’s always a fun 

week!  

Ms. Riccio, Librarian 

Mrs. Taflinger, Library Media Assistant 

PE News 

 

Before School Walking Program 

 

Who:  Teachers, parents, and more importantly                      

students K-5 

What:  Before School Walking Program. 

When:  Every day before school from 8:15 – 8:45 starting 

on October 1st.   

Where:  Check in at the gym.  Walking will take part in the 

gym, on the playground or on the stairs of the school. 

Why:  To help get kids to increase their activity time to 60 

minutes of activity every day.  See below for more 

information. 

 

As a part of the Comprehensive School Physical Activity 

Plan (CSPAP), I am beginning a before school walking 

program FOR ANYONE that wants to participate.  I 

thought of this last year with the increased amount of kids 

sitting outside of the office and thought there could be a 

better way to start the kids day off other than hanging out 

by the office making a bunch of noise and being asked to 

quiet down due to meetings going on in the school on 

most mornings.  Coincidentally, it will also be a part of a 

class that I took this summer trying to get kids to be more 

active.    

 

 Kids that are dropped off early will not be required to 

participate but highly encouraged.  I will be taking 

attendance as well to see how this program can or may 

affect classroom behavior and possible academic 

performance.  Parents are also highly encouraged to 

participate as well as are teachers if they have the time.  

Students are more than welcome to walk and talk with a 

friend or parent while walking or even listen to an I-Pod (Or 

other small device) while participating.  I will also be 

encouraging kids to record their walk time using Runtastic 

at www.runtastic.com .  I use Runtastic and will also be 

showing the fifth graders my account to show them how I 

use it.  There are other programs, but I like Runtastic 

because you can use it for numerous activities.  It also has 

an APP that can record live activity and then 

automatically download it to their account.  The use of 

the APP does not need automatic internet access either.  

It will record activity and then download it later when 

internet access is available.  Participants can also record 

respective activity on their own at a later time, which is 

what I usually do - especially with my swim times. 

 

Another part of any CSPAP is getting our kids to walk to 

school on a more consistent basis.  I know this is difficult for 

some due to schedules and locations, but I will be talking 

to kids some about this as well.  Our kids (ALL KIDS AND 

ADULTS) do not move enough, and school PE programs 

and recess times should not be the only times to move.   

 

If you have any questions or ideas, please let me know at 

christiane@district87.org or 309.828.4315 x1210.  Below are 

a couple of websites that provide more detail about a 

schools’ CSPAP.  I will also be adding information on my 

website at http://ewchris2.wixsite.com/superstarpe.  

 

https://www.shapeamerica.org/cspap/ 
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/physicalactivity/cspap.      
htm 
 

There are some mornings that I am not going to be able to 

be here.  I will make those announcements ASAP and my 

website will have a weekly schedule on it as well.  

Mr. Christian 

 
 

Every student has a Reading Passport. When they 

accomplish one of their reading tasks, the teacher 

stamps the passport! They need the passport to 

“travel” to the surprise party! 

http://www.runtastic.com/
mailto:christiane@district87.org
http://ewchris2.wixsite.com/superstarpe
https://www.shapeamerica.org/cspap/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/physicalactivity/cspap.%20%20%20%20%20%20htm
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/physicalactivity/cspap.%20%20%20%20%20%20htm
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Notes from the Cafeteria

 
Let’s Do Lunch!!  

Please join us for our All – School Weenie Roast              

during your child’s lunch hour. 

Wednesday, October 24th, 2018  

Adults: $3:50 (cash only, please.) 

Menu includes:  

Hot dog, (roasted to perfection by our beloved Mr. G and 

Miss Theresa)chips, mini carrot packet, sliced apples, rice 

krispie square and milk!! 

Adult guests who purchase lunch have the change to win 

a fun, fabulous door prize!! 

SEE YOU THERE!  

Lunch times listed below 

  

 

 

Art News

 

Check us out and follow us at Bentsuperstarart 

                  Visiting Artist- William Cordova 

           

Students enjoyed learning about his work and his life.       

They will see his show at University Galleries in October. 

Welcome Back Superstars! 

Getting back into the swing of things in ART!  

5th graders marble paper for the cover of their 

sketchbooks. 

      

  

Wish List 

Baby wipes, gourds, textured and interesting                                                  

papers, screws, bolts, scrap wood 

                                   Great web sites 

       http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb.html 

        http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids 

Grade Level Lunch Time Recess Time 

Kindergarten 11:00 – 11:20 11:20 – 11:40 

1st Grade 11:30 – 11:50 11:50 – 12:10 

2nd Grade 11:50 -12:10 12:10 – 12:30 

3rd Grade 12:10 – 12:30 12:30 – 12:50 

4th Grade 12:30 – 12:50 12:50 – 1:10 

5th Grade 12:50 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:30 

3rd graders set up their still 

life for a charcoal drawing 

 

http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb.html
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Family Challenge #2 due October 31st  
 

We would like to encourage you to read more together as a family. Unplug your devices,                                                     

turn off the TV, and read!   

 

Complete 4 of the 6 activities below and return it back to school to enter into a drawing to win a gift card.  

Why? Fun! Read together! Win a prize! Be recognized in our Superstar Gazette monthly newsletter! Help support 

and encourage reading as a family!  
 

If you have a picture of your family doing an activity or want to send in a picture of your child’s work email it to 

Ms. Riccio at ricciok@district87.org or send it through Class Dojo  

 
 

After reading a story together 

discuss the problem and how it 

was solved. How did the 

characters solve it? Do you 

agree or disagree? Talk about it 

together!   
  
  

Enjoy a seasonal book 

together- have your child 

check one out at school or go 

to the public library together 

(fall, harvest, apples, pumpkins, 

Halloween, scary story, etc.) 

The public library has a holiday 

section!   

Share a story together before 

bedtime. Everyone wears 

pyjamas!  

Make a plan as family to have 

everyone read for 20 minutes. 

Pick a good time for everyone!   
Ideas:  

Teens: graphic novel, e-book  
Adults: cookbook, magazine, 

blog, newspaper, or book  
Kids: kid’s magazines, book of 

choice   

Share a story together and 

focus on reading aloud with 

animation. Listen to your own 

voice, have fun and laugh a 

lot! Try out an accent, sound 

effect, or silly voice to bring a 

character to life!   

Talk about the setting of the 

story. Some questions to ask:  
 Where did the story take 

place?   

 Was it just in one 

location?   

 Did it change 

throughout the story?   

 Is that somewhere you 

would visit? Why or why 

not?   

  
  

 

 

SEE READING TIPS ON THE NEXT PAGE!!!!  

 

 

Family Member Names: __________________________________________________________  

 

 
 

Teacher: _______________________________ RETURN THIS FORM TO SCHOOL BY OCT.31  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ricciok@district87.org
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Mem Fox’s Helpful Ideas for Reading!!!  
 

1. Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day reading aloud.  
 

2. Read at least three stories a day: it may be the same story three times. Children need to hear a thousand 

stories before they can begin to learn to read.  
 

3. Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice and do not be dull, flat, or boring. Hang loose and be 

loud, have fun and laugh a lot.  
 

4. Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for yourself and great joy for the listeners.  
 

5. Read the stories that the kids love, over and over and over again, and always read in the same ‘tune’ for 

each book: i.e. with the same intonations on each page, each time.  
 

6. Let children hear lots of language by talking to them constantly about the pictures, or anything else 

connected to the book; or sing any old song that you can remember; or say nursery rhymes in a bouncy way; 

or be noisy together doing clapping games.  
 

7. Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for young children, and make sure the books are really short.  
 

8. Play games with the things that you and the child can see on the page, such as letting kids finish rhymes, and 

finding the letters that start the child’s name and yours, remembering that it is never work, it is always a fabulous 

game.  
 

9. Never ever get tense around books.  
 

10. Read aloud every day because you just love being with your child, not because it is the right thing to do. 

This is as important for fathers as it is for mothers.   
 

Mem Fox is an Australian literacy and read aloud expert and consultant. She has written many books for 

children, including Hattie and the Fox and Where is the Green Sheep? And for adults, a book about reading 

aloud to children entitled Reading Magic.  

 

Visit Mem Fox’s website at: www.memfox.net  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.memfox.net/
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Bent October 2018 Calendar    
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

1 

 

Clubs Choice 

Fundraiser 

begins 

2 3 

 

9:00-11:00 

Picture Day 

 

 

4 

 

5 

 

9:05-10:30 

Sheridan Parade 

 
 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

Columbus Day 

No School 

 

 

 

9 
10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

1:00-2:45 

5th Grade to ISU 

Gallery 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

Turn in Clubs 

Choice Order 

Forms 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

9:10 – 2:30  

All Kindergarten 

Classes to 

Tanner’s Orchard 

 

18 

 

19 

 

Teacher Institute 

No School 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30-6:00 

Book Fair                     

at Bent 
 

23 

 

5:00-7:00           

Chick Fil A 

Fundraiser 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30-6:00 

Book Fair                     

at Bent 
 

24 

 

11:00 – 1:15 

Annual Weiner 

Roast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30-6:00 

Book Fair                     

at Bent 
 

25 

9:55-2:00 

All 1st Grades to 

Rader Farms 

 

 

6:30-7:30 

Principal 

Geringer reads 

at Bloomington 

Public Library 

 

8:30-6:00 

Book Fair                     

at Bent 
 

 

 

26 

 

 

Parent Teacher 

Conference 

 

No School 

27 

 

28 29 30 31 

9:00-2:00 

All 2nd Grades to 

Sugar Grove 

   

 


